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A savior has been born for you who 1s Messiah and Lord!

03/12 (Fri) S50 (W) BH | St. Francis Xavier (priest) Feast 28/12 (Tue) 35529475 536 5% H | Innocent Feast
08/12 (Wed) HERHEEERIANGHT (FHEHE L) | Immaculate Conception of BVM Solemnity 1/1 (Sat) K ¥ 2 BE | Mother of God Solemnity
09/12 (Thur) gf%gﬂ{ﬁﬂ‘j{ﬁfiﬁmg | peliilzalt:ion lof Immaculate Conception Cathedral 2/1 (Sun) ER 1] | Epiphany Solemnity
in eas

9/1 (Sun) T2 R H | Baptism of the Lord Feast

25/12 (Sat)  HEff 42 42 5 | Christmas The C ion of St. Paul th
. e Conversion of St. Paul the

26/12 (Sun) Wi H | Holy Family Feast 25/1 (Tue) MPRBRGERERIT 10 e Peast
27/12 (Mon) W% (534 ~ W) BH | St. John (apostle & evangelist) Feast
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Our new Bishop - Bishop

Stephen CHOW
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PSS« D75 1 R0l 75 0P 245 M 77 -  Highlights
It is good to be back!
(i 2:6-7) Living Rosary

While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn
son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn. From the Pastoral Team
) Sr. Monica: Glory to God in
(Lk 2:6-7) the Highest

Christmas away from home
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They will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. (Lk 21:27) 3
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All flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Lk3:6) 5
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I am baptizing you with water. (Lk3:16) 7
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Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. (Lk 1:42)
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Our new Bishop — Bishop $tephen CHOW

Bishop Stephen CHOW, S.J., was born in Hong Kong
in 1959 and was ordained a priest in Hong Kong in
1994. He holds a Doctorate in Education from Harvard
University, USA. He was Provincial Superior of the
Jesuit Chinese Province and Supervisor of Wah Yan
College (Hong Kong and Kowloon).

The Coat of Arms of Bishop Stephen Chow, S.J. bears
the Jesuit motto “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam” — For the
Greater Glory of God.

The Giraffe (on the left) has a long neck which allows
it to have a vista with a wide horizon and a far-reaching
vision.

The Dove with a Branch (on the right) symbolizes the
Holy Spirit. Guided by the Spirit in discernment is the
way forward.

The Tsing-Ma Bridge (below) connecting two pieces
of land over water - Mission of our Church is to be a
bridge for different parties to meet by moving over it.
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December is one of the most delightful time of the year. Let us take this chance to revisit the meaning

of Advent and prepare our heart to welcome baby Jesus to come into our world!

1 B 300
Advent

BFHA - BR5tRy 4 3B

Period: Four weeks before Christmas

- THSEGHR | BYZESC TAdvent ; REHI T Madventus, B "HIR - ZIHK, 28 -
B FRUAfGEREA R — B A 2B EFVGRA - ER S E MmN ZERERT & -

Brief The name Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus” meaning arise and coming.
Introduction: Therefore, Advent is a period of waiting in hope in which we shall be prepared to

welcome the birth of Jesus Christ.

1. RSMHEEEE —REHREHRFASP

88y : 2. Efm\ipFt)HI EBHIBR
Objective: 1. To remember the first coming of Jesus Christ

2. A faithful renewal of our ardent desire for the second coming of our Lord

RRANEEREERE - KEENARARRHIBY - MRORKEEETIREER
EMEALE - RSN HEHASE =0 XiE 'SLEH, ' TEFEDN
RIREHRERN "Mle, - MUIERERNSE -

BEE The liturgical colour of Advent is purple. Purple represents humility and penance.
Symbols: During Advent, priests would wear purple vestments, except for the Third Sunday
of Advent, known as “Gaudete Sunday” . For the Third Sunday of Advent, priests
can wear lively and joyful rose-colored vestments to represent the happiness and
anticipation towards Christmas.

W

2Z

http://catholic-dlc.org.hk/ordo_2021-2022.pdf
https://www.ccreadbible.org/Members/Bona/For-Bible/what-is-advent
https://www.learnreligions.com/season-of-advent-catholic-church-542458

He was sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. (Lk 2:46) 11
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2021

“We cannot but speak about what we have seen and
heard.” (Acts 4:20)

As we experience God’s love, His Power lives in us as
we share with the family and the community.

During this pandemic, our relationship with God is
powerful, we share his love to others, as what we have
seen and heard about his teachings. Extend to all of
humanity to feel the joy, hope, positivity and giving
a hand to those in need especially those mentally
stressed in this pandemic.

Being there for someone is something very affirming.
No one needs to feel alone or hopeless, God’s mercy
and compassion is building a community of belonging
using our time, energy and connections as we give
importance to the theme of Mission Sunday “We
cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard”.

Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday this
year reminds us that ‘The pandemic has brought to
the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the
poverty and the injustices experienced by so many
people. It has unmasked our false sense of security
and revealed the brokenness and polarization
quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most
frail and vulnerable have come to feel this even
more so. We have experienced discouragement,
disillusionment and fatigue; neither have we been
immune from a growing negativity that stifles
hope. For our part, however, “we do not proclaim
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5)’.

We will continue to share the goodness of God as we
live through his teaching and cultivate compassion for
others.

Rodelia Pedro
(Parish Newsletter Team)

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/
documents/papa-francesco_20210106_giornata-missionaria2021.html

You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. (Lk 3:22) 13



Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
Anticipated Sunday Mass (Sat)
5:00 p.m. (Eng) 6:30 p.m. (Chi)

Sunday Mass
7:30 a.m. / 9:30 a.m. (Chi)

11:30 a.m. (Eng)

St.Anna Wang Mass Centre
Sunday Mass
8:45 a.m. (Eng) 11:30 a.m. (Chi)

Weekday Mass (Mon - Sat)
7:00 a.m. (Chi)

OCTOBER 2021
FORMATION ACTIVITY

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE

Our Assistant Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Peter Leung
conducted a talk on the topic “Mary, Mother of our
Savior” on 10" October, 2021 from 3:00-4:00p.m. in
the Tea Room. It was an interactive and well-attended
event.

Yen Erofino
(Altar Servers Ministry)

Amelyn Cabauatan
(Altar Servers Ministry)

LIVING ROSARY

Our Parish held a Living Rosary on 31" October, 2021
to honour Mother Mary in this Month of the Holy
Rosary. The event was held inside the Church, with
both English and Chinese communities gathered
together to pray with Rev. Fr. Joseph Gao Xu, CICM.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary continue to cover
the faithful in our Parish and also these mothers
working overseas who cannot go home in this time of
pandemic. May the perseverance of the Blessed Virgin
Mary live in every woman'’s heart.

History of the Living Rosary:

The Living Rosary was first founded by a nun who
was a close friend of St John Vianney, the Venerable
Pauline Marie Jaricot at Lyon, France in 1826. The
Living Rosary Association was approved by Pope
Gregory XVI and he heartily supported their missions.
The group received official canonical status.

Pauline was inspired to create groups of 15 people
who would each be responsible for praying one decade
of the Rosary a day, so that the full Rosary would be
prayed between all the people in the group.

During the Nazi occupation of Poland, a leader of
one of these groups was the young Karol Wojtyla,
the future Pope Saint John Paul II. The groups met in
secret for prayer, spiritual direction, and community
during the length of the war. Wojtyla remained
faithful to the Living Rosary group. After his own
priestly ordination, he brought this model into his own
parishes.

(Source: https://blessedisshe.net/blog/history-living-
rosary/)

Rodelia M. Pedro
(Parish Newsletter Team)
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Pastoral Team
Rev. J.S. Mbuela Pfuti, CICM
Sr. Monica Zung Men, FMM

St. Joseph Zhang Chapel
| Sunday Mass 10 a.m. (Chi) Rev. Peter Leung

Rev. Joseph Gao, CICM
Rev. Kantha Rao Gudipudi, PIME

IT1S GOOD TO BE BACK

Serving the Parish is the best gift that I could offer to
the Lord. A year of high-risk pandemic life is hard, not
only due to travel restrictions or constantly asking “is
it safe to travel?” but also the question of Faith. Do I
need to be scared of getting sick or being infected?

At last, after many months where most of the
population has been vaccinated and are able to go back
to regular services, | missed the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church during those days of “No Masses”.
Watching online mass and listening to homilies, I
admit my faith was tested. Was my faith strong enough
to devote my time for the duration of this online
Sunday service? It is really different.

Online teaching is challenging but with passion
to share our faith and the scriptures, though our

English Speaking Community

commitment to teaching and delivering Sunday School
to the children in our Parish, is one that I share aiming
that the children will understand the meaning of the
stories and events in the Bible and also the teachings
of Jesus.

It is good to be back... attending masses, joining the
choir and teaching Sunday School. :
I feel the energy again. I thank L B
God for the gift of service as He
continue to guide me as in 1 Peter
4:10, “As each one has received
a gift, use it to serve another as
good stewards of God's varied
grace.”

Rodelia Pedro
(Parish Newsletter Team)

CHRISTMAS AWAY FROM HOME

There is no other holiday quite like Christmas.
Christmas is a time for families to be reunited and
be grateful for everything we have. I could never
get used to spending Christmas away from home.
It makes me emotional, especially because no one
does Christmas the way we do at home with the
people we love.

Every year, Christmas for me means going
home to the Philippines to spend the holiday
with my family, however this year will be the
second year in a row I am not able to do this. I
will be missing a lot of Christmas traditions like
Christmas Caroling, where children make their
own musical instruments and go from house to
house singing carols; displaying a Nativity scene
with the Holy Family which we call “Belen”;
putting up Philippine Christmas lanterns called
“Parol”; hearing midnight mass on Christmas Eve;
waking up the young children to join the family
in the "Noche Buena" midnight Christmas Eve
meal; exchanging gifts or what we call “Manita-

Manito”; and "Media Noche", counting down the
New Year together as a family, just to name a few.

While some circumstances have changed, not all
things have been for the worse. I am still very
much looking forward to celebrating Christmas
with family through video calls, and we can still
celebrate Christmas together in spirit.

For many of us, the Christmas season may look a
little different due to the pandemic and because of
the public health measures in effect, it means that
most of us Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs)
here in Hong Kong won't be able to go home
for the Christmas holiday. Apart from the travel
restrictions and long period of quarantine/self-
isolation, I would be worried about the virus being
transmitted among my loved ones.

Whatever this holiday season may bring for us
here, we can spend time with friends, recreating
our Christmas traditions here in Hong Kong, just
like what we used to do back in the Philippines. Let
us spend time expressing love to our families back
home as we look forward to the New Year 2022.

Wishing everyone Peace and Joy

this season. Merry Christmas!

Ludy Perez '.
(Youth Ministry)

Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing. (Lk 4:21) 15



Tel: 26522655
Fax: 26547748

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
Add:10 Wan Tau Street,Tai Po.

E-mail: taipochurch@gmail.com
Website: http://taipo.catholic.org.hk

Communication Group
E-mail: ihmtpeditor@gmail.com

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST!”

December has always been the most exciting
month for us Christians, as it is the time for
us to reflect on the birth of our Savior. We can
feel the love of Christ through the happiness
we share with our loved ones. On Christmas
day, almost everyone feels joy and peace, even
those who do not know Jesus. Isn’t it amazing
that His love can move the hearts of so many?
Although this December might be different from
the Christmas four years ago, we must still be
grateful to God for inviting us to be one of His
guests on the birthday of Christ.

While celebrating the birth of Christ, we should
reflect on the life of Jesus, not only on His
divinity but also on His humility and obedience
as humankind. Out of His love, He chose to be
the son of Mary and Joseph and was born in a
manger. The shepherds were chosen to spread
the good news of the birth of Christ. Bethlehem,
a simple town, was chosen to be the scenario of
His birth. Through all these, Jesus showed us
that poverty has the virtue of humility. Besides
humility, Jesus was also obedient to God the
Father unto His death.

God’s choices are often different from ours.
By sending His only son to us, He grants us
salvation. Jesus made Himself poor by leaving
His power, so that life could come to all. To be
born in the likeness of men, He chose among
thousands of people, a humble and faithful

couple who provided Him with a welcoming
home. Though Mary and Joseph were not special
at all in the eyes of the world, God had found
them the worthiest people. God has also chosen
the shepherds, who are the lowliest, to spread
the news on the birth of Christ. The poor people
are easily touched when graces are granted to
them. The shepherds were overjoyed when they
heard about the birth of Jesus. They became the
first messengers to bring the good tidings.

Amidst the crises in today’s world, what can we
do as guests on the birthday of Jesus? He did
not ask us to throw a grand party to celebrate
Christmas but preferred us to welcome Him in
our normal daily life. He would like us to be
happy and bring this happiness to our neighbours.
He is fully aware of our inner wounds caused
by these crises which make us lifeless and He
wants us to overcome them. In some countries,
including my country Myanmar, many lives are
taken every day due to the use of power. Lives
are no longer respected. Peace is far away for
some of our brothers and sisters. Even a very
basic need for food and a place to lay their heads
can only be realised in their dreams. They long
to be saved from the enemy that they do not even
care for the scary pandemic.

Dear brothers and sisters, while we are welcoming
the King of peace, let us remember our neighbours
who might be injured and sick. Although we may
not be able to provide them with the things they
need, we could at least pray for their safety. Be
grateful for the grace that has been bestowed on
us. Let us deeply feel the care and protection
from Christ especially when so many others are
in desperation. We shall let Christ rest amidst our
daily life, may it be filled with joy or struggles.
At last, let us offer our reconciliation with one
another as a gift for Christ.

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
to those on whom His favour rests”. (Lk 2:14)
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New
Year ahead!

Sr. Monica, FMM
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